PEN  la  TONE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


LEDICAL  OFFICER  0|  IGALTH  'S  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEdR  194-2. 


IkIt.  Chairman  &  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report,  upon  the  health,  etc.,  of 
the  district,  for  the  year  ending  1942. 

The  population  of  the  Urban  District  of  penistono  is  estimated  in  mid-1942 


as  5,923, 


There  vrero  registered  during  the  year  the  births  of  55  IdiWfcy:^  » 

53  living  girls;  of  these,  1  boy  and  2  girls  v/orc  illegitima-tM( 
also  registered  the  still-births  of  throe  malos.  The  tot.al  o\ljS«i,,^birtl3>^a^ 
108.  This  gives  a  live  birth  rate  per  thousand  of  the  civilian^H^jj^^^TO^SS^i^^ 
(incidentally,  all  the  figures  given  apply  to  the  civil,  pop.  only)  of  18*1. 

The  birth  rate  for  England  and  V/ales  Avas  15*8,  for  126  Cou^nty  Boroughs  and 
Groat  Totos,  including  London,  17*3,  for  148  smaller  Tov/ns  of  a  resident 
population  of  25,000  to  50,000  at  1931  Census,  13*4.  I  think  that  the  figure 
for  Penis  tone  is  very  creditable  and  a  good  contribution  to  the  v;ar  effort. 

The  deaths  for  1942,  from,  all  causes,  were  35  males  and  25  females,  a' 
total  of  60,  givii'jg  a  death  rate  of  10‘1  per  thousand  inliabitants .  The  death 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  from  all  causes  vas  11*6,  for  126  C.B's  and  Great 
Tovns,  including  London,  13*3,  148  smaller  Tovms  12*1.  I  should  like  to  remind 
you  that  during  1942  very  many  young  men  and  u'omon  vrorc  called  to  do  service  in 
the  Mlitary,  Naval  and  Air  Force  units,  so  that  the  average  age  in  the  P.U.D, 
is  much  higher  than  it  vmis  before  the  advent  of  conscription.  It  is  all  the 
more  creditable,  thoroforo,  to  find  that  the  Penistono  death  rate  is  lo'^rer  thai-i 
any  other  of  \liich  the  details  a.ro  available  to  mo.  . 

In  the  P.U.D. ,  as  in  the  case  of  all  England  aid  V/alos,  no  deaths  took 
place  from  T3f'phoid  cuid  paratv'phoid  Pover,  One  male  and  one  female  died  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis;  one  male  from  a  type  of  Venereal  disease;  one  male 
from  Influenza;  one  male  from  Hsasles;  tl'ireo  males  from  various  forms  of 
Cancer  (of  the  mouth,  throat  end  stomach)  and  one  fomale  from  Cc^nccr  of  the 
breast.  Throe  males  and  three  fomelcs  died  from  Cancer  in  other  parts  of  the 
system,  making  a  total  of  10  deaths  from  Cancer,  a  doath  rate  of  over  1*68, 

(very  high) . 

Pour  infants,  all  legitimate,  died  before  the  age  of  tv/elve  months,  'This 
gives  an  Infantile  Mortality  rate  of  33*3.  Por  England  and  Vfalcs  (all  per 
thousand)  49,  for  126  County  Borouglis  and  Great  Toims,  including'  London,  59, 
for  the  148  smaller  Tovms,  46  per  thousand  live  births.  So  that  you  see  the 
P.U.D.  coisparcs  vor^’  favourably  vdth  the  average  for  the  lovrost  in  the  country. 

It  may  be  of  interest,  since  ne  'are  on  this  subject,  to  give  you  ..  fev'  figures 
■\dth  regard  to  the  expectation  of  life  in  this  and  other  countries.  At  birth 
in  England,  a  child,  if  a  boy,  can  expect  to  live  for  60' 2  years,  if  a  girl, 
for  64*4  years,  Ovdng  to  the .fact  that  the  death  rate  for  the  first  year  of 
life  is  higher  than  at  almost  ang'  subsequent  age,  if  a  child  survives  its 
first  year  and  attclns  the  age  of  one,  if  a  boy,  c:.n  expect  another  63*3  years,  if 
a  girl,  66' 8,  Similar  statistics  at  the  age  of  one:_ 


Nci7  Zealand,  Boy  66»9.  Girl  69*9, 
Australia,  "  65*5.  "  68»7, 

Denmark,  ”  66*9,  "  67.1, 


In  Germany,  Sv/eden,  Norray,  ST/itzcrland, 
Union  of  South  Tifrica  and  the  U.S.A., 
all  can  oxpect  to  live  at  least  60  years, 
A  man  or  voman  'lio  attains  the  ago  of  100 
can  expect  to  live  another  18  months. 


During  the  year,  there  vrere  .notified  42  cases  of  Sca-rlet  Pever,  19  of 
Whooping  Cough,  2  of  Diphtheria,  1  of  Erysipelas,.  70  of  Measlos,  and  3  of 
Pneumonia,  Both  of  the  cases  of  Diphtheria  are  said  to  hav-^.  been  immurised, 
but  the  date  of  onset  after  immunisation  is  not  knoAm  and  it  takes  throe  months 
for  the  vaccine  to  attain  to  its  full  effect,  All  the  Scarlet  Pever  and 
Diphtheria  cases  were  removed  to  Hospitoi,  There  was  no  epidemic  of  true 
Influenza,  The  majority  of  people  vdio  say  they  ha.ve  had  the  'flu  have  really 
had  a  feverish  cold,  usually  from  a  post-nasal  infection. 


cont,  overleaf 


V.D.  and  T.B,  Infections,  In  tho  v.>^.ole 
those  infoctiohs~liavs-  iner^-asod :  sincv^'  '1941, 
though  nrxkod,  v/as  not  so  nuacrous  o.s  in  tho 
V.D.  is  still  increasing  end  is  estinatod  to 
V/ar , 


of  Englmd  and  V/clos  both  of 
Tho  incrocsG  in  tho  T.B.  infection, 
'41  rdturhs".  On  tho  other  hrnd  tho 
bo  over  100^  hi^ior  than  bofore  the 


The  Effect  of  Over- tine  upon  Individuals  of  I, diddle  Age.  I  ha.ye  soon  a 
good  nony  cases  viiorc  I  have  given  ccrtificT.tos  of  inca.pa.city  for  v^ork  for 
''Industrial  Fatigue",  hoping,  that  the  Works  oianageLient  or  Approved  Society 
vould  take  exception;  the  only  one  viio  rose  to  tho  bait  ‘W'as  tho  Secretary  of  a 
Society,  vho  objocted.  After  an  exchange  of  several  letters  he  co.'.sed  to 
correspond  and  padd  out. 


Nutrition  has  boon  fadrly  v/ell  conserved  for  tho  fourth  y'-^ar  of  Y/an.  One 
effect  of  present  day  diet  is  noticablo  hovAover,  ciiiofly  cnongst  the  feiaalo  sox 
of  over  25,  tha.t  is,  a  deposit  of  f  .t  in  inappropriate  places,  I  thinlc  ther«j 
is  no  doubt  tha.t  this  is  due  to  an  unbal.nced  diet,  in  thos^  cases  too  much 
stc.rch  and  not  enough  protein.'  I  still  thinlc  tha.t  individua.ls  doing  strenuous 
physical  la.bour  should  have  a.  much  bigger  protein  allov/a.nce  than  those  v.iioso 
occupation  is  practicadly  sedentary.  There  has  boon  no  oyidence  of  the  lank 
of  the  four  principal  vitaxdns.  A,  Bl,  C  c''nd  D,  vd.th  tho  possible  exception  of 
A.  Vitamin  A  has  boon  called  the  "Anti-inf octivo  vitamin"  and  administered 
at  large  vorks  ^-.dth  tho  idea,  tha.t 'it  prevents  against  all  infections.  It 
helps  against  night  blindness  Sind  infections  of  the  sldLn  .and  mouth,  but  docs 
not  protect  against  epidemics. 


I  have  tho  honour  to  bo,  Gen tl omen. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  A.  GOADOI*  vTILSON, 


II.  B., 
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MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  19^3. 


library 


Mr,  Chairman  &  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  laying  hefore  you  the  Report  of  the  late 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Penistone,  Dr,  A,  G,  Wilson,  the 
statistics  of  v/hich,  were  compiled  hy  him,  shortly  hefore  his  death. 
In  view  of  the  paper  shortage,  it  has  heen  necessarily  curtailed: - 

The  t^ffse^^llsj^esentation  I  have  chosen  is;  (1)  all  the  vital 
statistic^  for  tfii^x.district ,  with  comparisons  hetween  the  rest  of 
England,  Wales ,  and,  (2)  some  remarks  upon  Housing,  Water  Supply, 
and  some  remarks  upon  General  Health  &  Hygiene, 

Births,  Durihg, ^'i943>  there  \7orc  registered  the  hirths  of  S'! 
hoys  and  kj  girls, ""g'^ing  a  total  of  98  live  hirths.  The  hirth 
rate  was  1 6*  5  por»'*Wf(gusand,  and  that  for  England  &  Wales  v/as  also 
i6«5  per  thousand,  /You  will  notice  that  the  hirth  rates  correspond 
exactly,  hut  the  Dea‘th  and  Infantile  Mortality  rates  are  oonsiderahly 
lower  in  Penistone,  than  for  the  rest  of  the  country.  There  is  a 
popular  fallacy  which  I  would  like  to  correct,  and  that  is,  that  it 
is  safer  for  a  mother  to  have  her  hahy  in  a  Nursing  Homo  than  in  her 
own  homo.  This  is  not  so.  The  death  rate  for  mothers  who  have 
hahies  in  ordinary  clean  homes  is  very  little  different  from  the 
figures  from  often  very  expensive  Nursing  Hones,  In  this  aonnection, 
I  v7ant  to  point  out  as  I  did  many  years  ago,  that  the  mortality  rate 
amongst  mothers  in  one  of  the  v/ealthiest  parts  of  London  (Westminster), 
V/'here  the  majority  of  mothers  were  confined  in  expensive  Nursing 
Hones,  was  just  about  the  same  as  for  Jarrov;,  v/hich  was  then 
considered  the  most  derelict  and  overcrov/ded  area  in  England, 

Infantile  Mortality,  In  addition  to  the  total  of  98  live 
-  hirths,  there  v/ere  tv/o  still  hirths,  which  do  not  affect  the 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  Two  infants  died  hefore  reaching  the 
age  of  tv/elve  months,  giving  an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  20*4 
per  thousand,  for  Penistone,  and  49  pe^  thousand  for  England  &  Wales, 

Deaths.  There  were  50  deaths  out  of  a  population  of  5^873? 
giving  a  death  rate  of  8*5  por  thousand.  The  death  rate  for 
England  &  Wales  was  12*1  per  thousand,  I  must  v/arn  you  that  though 
these  rates  for  Penistone  look  very  good,  it  is  impossible  to  get  a 
true  finding,  v/hen  dealing  v/ith  so  small  a  population.  There  v/as 
no  great  preponderance  of  any  one  cause  of  deaths.  It  is  v/orthy 
of  remark  that  two  males  died  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis-,  only  one 
of  influenza,  v/hile  cancer  of  various  organs  caused  the  death  of 
five  males  and  three  females.  It  is  inevitable  that  the  longer 
people  live,  the  more  likely  are  they  to  die  of  cancer,  v/hich  is 
a  disease  of  late  ago.  No  road  traffic  deaths  wore  reported. 

It  is  note-worthy,  that  no  fewer  than  seven  males  and  two  females 
died  of  various  types  of  heart  disease, 

V/ater,  During  the  year,  95 >000, 000  gallons  of  water  v/ere 
sold  to  Darton,  and  32,754,000  gallons  to  the  Railway  Co.  The 
domestic  Water  Supply  was  adequate  in  quantity  and  quality, 

% 

Housing.  The  problem  of  Post-Y/ar  Housing  is  going  to  he  a 
difficult  one,  I  consider,  that  if  all  minor  defects  he  dealt 
with,  as  soon  as  possible,  as  they  arise,  this  will  undoubtedly 
decrease  the  very  great  expenditure  necessary  after  the  War,  I 
will  tell  you  again,  that  my  standard  of  housing,  is  tha t  every  house 
should  he  fit  for  a  woman  to  have  a  hahy  in. 

Nutrition.  Both  in  children,  and  in  older  healthy  people,  it 
has  heen  satisfactory,  I  must  point  out  that  in  a  semi-rural 
district  like  ours,  the  people  arc  always  better  fed,  than  a 
similar  class  of  people  in  large  towns. 


/ Over, 


2 
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Infectious  Diseases.  During  the  year,  the  folloving  cases 
of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified:- 

e 

Measles,  100, 

Scarlet  Fever,  '  .26, 

¥ho oping  Cough,  ,  "^9 • 

Acute  Pneuiionia,  1, 

Erysipelas,  1, 

All  the  Scarlet  Fever  cases  uere  renoved  to  Hospital, 

» 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  ALFRED  A.  MASSER,  M,B.  Gh,B, 

ACTIHG  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 
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